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assumption whatsoever concerning it to hold a fundamental
place in the peace settlement, we shall be building upon sand.
The same process of reasoning applies to all schemes for re-
placing the League of Nations by something more effective,
for, whatever their merits, even their most visionary exponents
are bound to admit that they are by their very nature experi-
mental, that only by trial and error can a really sound super-
national system be developed. By all means let us try experi-
ments that may ultimately put an end to the madness of war;
in fact we are morally bound to do so; but let us face fairly
and squarely the fact that they are experiments, and that
nothing even remotely experimental can be allowed to play
a part in the fundamental structure of the peace settlement*
Our power for peace must not be infringed by any surrender
of national sovereignty, nor must the armed forces of the
defenders of peace be reduced on the strength of any hypo-
thesis of collective security. The fundamental structure itself
must be built of elements about which uncertainty is reduced
to a minimum.

It appears to me that there is only one unchanging and un-
changeable factor in the European scene, namely, the deter-
mination of the British and French peoples to live their own
lives in peace. There is nothing so little open to question or
so little liable to alteration as our joint love of peace and
hatred of war. What is more, we have, both of us, every in-
ducement to spare no cost and no exertion in the defence of
peace and of our conception of civilization. It is a truism to
say that we live by peace and that a succession of wars would
be fatal to us. The keystone of the coming settlement must
therefore be a strong Britain and a strong France, bound to-
gether in the closest alliance and acting as one unit in world
politics. If once this nucleus is assured and promises some
measure of permanence, experiment in other fields, such as
those touched on above, may be justifiable. Without this
.nucleus the peace settlement will be an idol with feet of clay.
It would, of course, be ridiculous to claim that a common
Anglo-French foreign policy backed by the full and united
might of both empires would provide an absolute guarantee
of world peace, or even of European peace, for it is impossible